Influence of acetylsalicylic acid on bleeding time and serum thromboxane B2 in diabetes mellitus type I.
Basal and two hours after 600 mg acetylsalicylic acid (ASA) bleeding times were measured in 21 type I diabetic patients with retinopathy, 24 type I diabetic patients without retinopathy and 21 normal healthy volunteers. There were no significant differences either in basal or in after ASA bleeding times between these groups, but the percentage increase in bleeding time after ASA was significantly higher than normal in both diabetic groups. No correlation was found between basal--bleeding time and glucose, Hb A1 or lipid profile. TXB2 production by spontaneous blood clotting was drastically reduced by ASA in both diabetic and normal groups. Platelet hyperactivity in diabetes mellitus may be due, at least in part, to a predominance of the proaggregatory effects of TXA2 over the antiaggregatory effects of PGI2.